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Patron Brian Whitehouse 
 
 
 
 

The Constitution 
 

1 The Consortium 
 
1.1  
The Consortium for Guitar Research at Sidney Sussex College is a democratic society of 
guitar players and scholars devoted to the musical history, the social history and the 
organology of all Western instruments called ‘guitars’, but with special emphasis on the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The Consortium is an affiliate of the Royal Musical 
Association of Great Britain as one of its Study Groups and Chapters. 
 
1.2  
The Consortium has a Patron. The patron is entitled  
 

§ to attend the biennial meetings, and any others that might be arranged 
§ to deliver a paper at the conference, if he or she so wishes 
§ to be consulted on all matters of policy and on arrangements 
§ to give advice at any time  

 
The Patron is invited to sponsor the conference, held every two years, to a sum not exceeding 
£1000. 
 
1.3  
The Consortium is based in Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, Sidney Street, Cambridge, 
England, CB2 3HU. 
 
1.4  
The Consortium’s aim is to increase public understanding of guitar history, in all aspects 
mentioned in 1.1 above, through original research, publication and performance.  
 
1.5  
To that end there is a colloquium, with a public concert, every two years, or more often  
when the opportunity arises.  
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2 Membership 

 
2.1  
There is a Membership Secretary. This position is currently held by Erik Stenstadvold. 
 
2.2  
There are Ordinary Members, Honorary Members and Special Guests. All bear their own 
expenses for travel, subsistence and accommodation for the biennial colloquium.  
 
2.3  
Ordinary Membership is by invitation only.  
 
2.4  
Wherever possible, nominations for new Ordinary Members should be made at least one 
month before the biennial colloquium and circulated electronically to all Ordinary Members. 
The nominator should present the case for membership. At this stage there may be an 
extensive and largely electronic exchange. There is then further discussion at the Business 
Meeting, giving due weight to the views of those not present, and a vote is taken. Those 
unable to attend the colloquium may (a) register a vote electronically if they wish, before the 
meeting, or (b) may register a vote at any time up to fourteen days after the minutes are 
distributed. Non-present members who do not voice their opinion within that date are counted 
as voting in favour. For the purposes of this vote, and all voting procedures of the 
Consortium, a ‘majority’ means a minimum 2/3 of the votes cast.  
 
2.5  
When there is no imminent meeting, the procedure in 2.4 may be conducted and concluded 
electronically. Members are however encouraged to follow 2.4 wherever possible.    
 
2.6  
When unsolicited applications for Ordinary Membership are received, the Membership 
Secretary replies inviting a CV and brief biography with a view to considering the 
correspondent for invitation as a Special Guest.  
 
2.7  
Honorary Membership is by invitation only, and is offered, from time to time, to those whom 
the Ordinary Members regard as persons of notable achievement in any of the Consortium’s 
fields of interest.  
 
2.8  
Wherever possible, nominations for new Honorary Members should be made at least one 
month before the colloquium and circulated electronically to all Ordinary Members. The 
nominator should present the case for membership. The candidate should not be consulted at 
this stage. At this stage there may be an extensive and largely electronic exchange. There is 
then further discussion at the Business Meeting, giving due weight to the views of those not 
present, and a vote is taken. Those unable to attend the colloquium may (a) register a vote 
electronically if they wish, before the meeting, or (b) may register a vote at any time up to 
fourteen days after the minutes are distributed. Non-present members who do not voice their 
opinion within that date, are counted as voting in favour.  
 

 The maximum number of Honorary Members is currently set at 5.  
 
 2.9 
Special Guests are invited to attend the biennial Colloquium. They do not, by virtue of  
attendance at the Conference, automatically become Ordinary Members, though they may be 
nominated for Ordinary Membership. Nominations for Special Guests should be brought to 
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the Business Meeting that closes each colloquium. 
 
 

3 Administration  
 
3.1  

All Ordinary Members are eligible to attend the Business Meeting that closes each biennial 
colloquium. The minutes of that meeting are circulated to Ordinary Members and Honorary 
Members. 
 
3.2  

The views of Members, when expressed by email, are currently collated by Christopher Page, 
Life Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, who takes advice from all Members, sometimes by 
consulting one or several, as the need arises, as a preliminary step to avoid unnecessary 
multiplication of emails to the whole group. 
 
 

4 The Constitution 
 
4.1  
The primary forum for discussion of this constitution, and for voting on any proposed 
changes, is the Business Meeting at the biennial colloquium.  
 

 
       5        The Andrew Britton Fellowship 

 
5.1 
The Andrew Britton Fellowship commemorates the life and pioneering work of Andrew 
Britton, a founder member of the Consortium. The Fellowship provides free board and 
lodging in Sidney Sussex College for a scholar who is not a member of the Consortium but 
wishes to attend the biennial colloquium and make contact with leading scholars in the field. 
The successful applicant is required to give a paper. The Fellowship is advertised each 
October before the colloquium of the following year.  
 
5.2 
The Cohort for Guitar Research is a subsidiary of the Consortium. Its principal purpose is to 
encourage younger and early-career scholars, though it is not restricted to them. In any one 
year, all those who applied for the Andrew Britton Fellowship and reached the judging stage 
(including the successful applicant) are eligible for invitation to the Cohort meeting the 
following year, together with those from previous years whose work is still of relevance to 
the Consortium’s field of interest. Under normal circumstances, the Cohort meets in alternate 
years when there is no Consortium meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  


